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. The month of April 1945 saw th Squadrr;n being used ext&sively on 'two primary 
cvvulry missions of flank security and mopping-up operations, 24 we8 a period of 
conotant movement in which the,SAuadron eig&a;;,ged its way across Germany and final- 
ly onded the month a stone's tnrocv frm the ~sechoslovakzi.an border, The necessity 
for 3uiok and repeated novement, and to get to a destination ready to operate, made 
the missions ideally suited to Cavalry. ;:Jhlle the syuadron,.operating miles behind 
what; aould be called the front lines , scEl&& .mes Csf+;- strung% in its aiapping up role, 
it xas a neoossary task &ion it could and lid accomplish, 

1 April: A% noon the Squadron once again took to the road and moved to'th* 
vicinmritzlar 'tihere all troops deplo:pd to unctert%ke the riex mission of pro- 
teccik the right flax& of V Corps from the vicinity of'Wide La the vicinity af' 
Fritzlar; maintaining.e c~uuater-reconnaissa:lce'screen th..ee miles in till tirec?ions 
fra2 that line. The Squadron ooa:lmiad post :IBS establishsd at i,ohne and all troops 
proceede'd to patrol within their seCtorso 

84 ~pril$. During this period the sgusdron mission remained unohaaged. Aa 
soon KS the troops began o&rating in the new :xea, *the normal r*un of repatriated 
soldiers--in-civilian=clo+&@, nondescript uniforms, end the $g~&table Russian8 

' were processed. ‘$11 t&p oomrmnders becans rather proficient in Military Go&m- 
ment 5hi& devolwd to a process of hiding from the steady stream of German civil- 
iana ~$921 their petty requests such as for permdssion to visit a relative who lives 
seven kilomtres frasl here. Dozens of complaints against the Russians and Poles 
who hid the tenurity to slaughter a Cermn gig were rsoeived and handled with due 
consideration. Troop A never did get used to the five hundred odd German soldierm 
patients in the hospital at Msrxhausen whic'n sprawled al.1 ,over the village. Qnthe I 
evening of the third, persornel oheak-points ivere established on all roads‘ in the 
Squadron srea. ~n.the afternoon of the eiglth, membru of the squadron *ere decor- 
ated by the Group Commander at a ceremony :viich was held at ?,ohne, 
new orders were received to p&r01 and clea 

On the nkxt& 
r the area East of the Autobahn to the 

iWrrra River and South from the Autobahn to Ghe Corps South boundrtry, 'l'he' squadron 
marched to the new area and the cow,and pea' -2 Q&S ea%ablished at Ben~broBs. 

l9 Aprilr The new mission 'Jyiis short-lived, for a new order was f'ecefmd to 
foilov~ the 2nd Infantry Division and maintaU oontact wij-h the unit on the CorDs 
lef%, Troop B was assigned the left sector and made and maintaided conta,ct wiikt 
the 104th Infantry Divigion of the VII Cor?s. Since both infantry units wer9 
olosely tied in, the mission ivas rol:rtimly a simple accomplitisrt,, 

11 April; The S.duadron r&ssion couitintx3d and, as all tr.oops moved X~~ist--~u.d l 
the Squadron co:nmand post vas astablished at Xirch~~~orSis, 

12 Aprila tlission cpntinued wit:? nc changes 0-Z notso I_-- 

13 April* ' As the trooPs displaced uas2V;ard, tlia cumand post moved to'we- 
tentim'rs at Querfurt. #dhen n .iuartering par$y :>f seven msn :mder Lt~llet~ 
calf, frc% Troop A* anttired the to;7n of Lanigrafroda, it ipw*dijhtely hsd to f'or- 
get ~uartoring and round up the many Garm8,n deserters in the vlilage vr)?,o m3r8 

appcreatly await~ing the appaarance of American troops. Refers Yrsop A hsid arrived, 
over forty P.':s.hnti &en,taken, including three officers, By th@ time the &cop 
setibled in its now position a total-of 67 P;ls 'had been taken from the villa& alone. 
As the troop took up positions in the ioodi:i area north of Landgrafroda, patrals 
diacovsre4 three SS bar parks xhert* all tyypss of civilian vehicles were found. All 
vehioles were in good ocntition with only szmll parts removed to prsv3nt operation0 
In the &xpntirna, PJs taken from the *: oods hxd reparted t&it a. German Cenoral &vas 
soma~hrtrs in tho woo&xi wea. In theavenisg, just afti? dark, a aivilian vtthiale 
was fired on by an "A" Troop outpost caxnar;ied by Lk Tully, when it attomptecl to 
run the outpost, ~ll,four occupants rvere killed incl.udiw Cenernl !,!ajor Ful:tsr of 
the German Army0 . \ 

14 April t j\. minor c,hango in misni,Jn O:~sq received. The nerz mission ias t:, 
prote~V Corps left flunk, maintaining road blocks ~Llong the Corps boundary, 
The S+Auadron Cor&nd Peat moved to Gr, Cra.?.xidorf axd the troops were deployed along 

*, 3n oas'E-;;jos‘E; line from Gs,%tarut6dt t4 Gr, :;%afendorf. 
'", 

UNCLASSIFIED 

+ * *. i 



15, &p&l, &ioth~ mzxsfon was reoeix sd "io &lie& the 23rd Infantry Re~;fmcnt 
in 8s area generully a:.oq, t&3 Saale Qiver in the vr'cinitjr of ?;lerseburg, 
tiov,&. into position and thz Squadron Com.m-03. 3ost moved 'into 1:3rseburg. 

A11 troops 

' surprised at 
AI.1 person- 

ne:. ; VW e ';)a6 condition of' ehc hugft,'Syn$+jc rubbar f'aotory at Corbotha 
b:n&'fhe &eat Leuna' re:.'ineries which were untouched by bo&incs, 
anti-Wcraft.gun8 in the area r&j impr88aiye, 

The f:r-at number &' 
All thn$.xere .? ound intact were de0 

sta,o>~d. hriw the night e>ements of Trcop d and its,&$tac~ei company A1 2nd 
Battalion oame -under a '&deratelyhesvy+zhslli~ whfoh ~8s thr&n by the r&z-man 

Ranger 

a&i-aircraft gun8 to'p&%tint crbsaings u$ t,h,e Saalo River', '.In Troop 3's Sector, ' -* ', 
\ ~W’mtty wwe du& in on #the $a& bank of t&e riWrai% front'of E&18, , ?; 

-16 ApriIt 'he mission was wn&msd; the 'enemy dir?&-@ facing Troop R :&s 
c est;iIdXBd as a foroe of 200 Itim car&pC88d cf elepwrts of ant&&ircraft imfts who 

v&m3 xmnikq a mmhr df aa+air&Mt guc8 against, gromd twgets, :~hWl pqtro1e of 
-Troop'R. and Rangers a~proached'.,the riwr tanfc they invariably cams irnder small arLln8 
and'nnchine gun fireo Ia Troop A's"~Rsotor , Lt Sdlin ofCoxnpsay A Rangers, led a 
sma.12 four U.patrol &or089 t&5 $&W Rix ar. Epait encountering a German outpost, 
tM patrol by-passe@ i%;'ahd entered a 8pmaSl to;lm i::; back-of t&b outpost, Eere they, , 
quickly Qaptured four Germaua, tisited,ths RurgermQster and toid him the basic . 
regulations of Eilitary GoPtr&.%i;t,. 'V--S.-- '"at iiso informed him that he would immediately 
raise white flags on $1 buil$lngs. Kith. that accomplished, *ey ocPripl&ly aurpris0d 
the @errnan outpost of -bellmen who were disporticg'thamselves with some of the local 
frauleinse The,&irls.~ere .sli&tly~iadi~n~t about the.&ole 'tiing, The patrol 
ynfq returned && I$ RVS. -Troop P in batI;ery posiM.on ihs unable to fire as the sit= 
uation on the a8st $ih: of tie Saale bocaps r&her ffui d.: Lt. Atlen pf Troop 6,l4ft 
thu squsdron-to report glo,the lQ2nd Cavalry ReconnaissnnceSq~dron whsro he assumed 
the .duties of CoPrimander of 8 Troop. .+ 

. x . C 
17 ilprilg Continui~ its &s&on, 

\' 
tit3 S:iuadron passed an uneventful 3ay ex- ' - o8pt rn the Troop B s~tor Nhere the asual fire fight was held.' One patrol of pang- ' 

era-end Cavalry&n frarr, Troop B destroyed an enemy machine gun with a soft-nssad 
Bazooka at a r&n@@ of 400 yar&g, Pfc Carl Day, %i~ FX& V&Q did the shooting, 
is ~11 knob;rn for such hits. .il Xi&e artillery~f&e framth8 62nd Field ArLilPery’ 

.wa~. a e;r eat per,sua,der,o Ckoe a&n *e Squadron lost 4p officoro as Captain 4ogers _ 
of Troop C reported to the: 10.2WYl Cavalry croup to assume comm&d of Croup !leadJquart- 
er s Troop; Lt. Farmer ass~ed o&+nJ of(froop C. 9 I 

18 April* The ‘Syuadrono while its mi ssii;n remained unohax@d,. moved e'astxard '7 
due? to the advtice of i&3 +d Inf8@xy L)i\ision. 
of :tt& Squadron w&St of? thtr Saale River, 

.Troop B'took over the formof line 
i~ith orx platoon,of $*oop A attached,' xhila 

the balance of the ,Squ&dron crqtm& t&m rjvcr, At this tirau, 'rroop- E of the P32nd 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was attacked to the Squadion. This Troop had 

'Company E of the 2nd R&nger~Battal%'on and one platoon of Light tanks attached to ito 
The Squadron Command Pa+ mored ,t;O Gunther8dorfo . 

19 April, ill resistance against Trcop B.havin$ ended, it also crossed the 
SaaleYZEEEit ir,to'po~~ition~ m, the east si%e of the river jukt'west of Liep?ig. 
As',all troops were patrolling !o the north frm the Corps bbundary, many villages and - 
towns were entered for #e 'firat timeby gSti-01% frca the Squa$ron. In most towns 
our patrols were greeted with mucbhand~w8ving and in one to:vn, the Bur@rmeister 
Sei,Ze~ the opportuni'ty to.rbake 8'speech about thelibereitorso ,.The patrol, ho?Yever,, 
didnvt atop tc listen to it,, '?.Aipur~bsQ~, of'Ccm#iriy A; -2nd @nggrs, and about 
four mn; have credit for tskin~ Wh&euditt,wi~out a -shot* -%is tozn h&d a popu- 
lation of 16,000. The atts.&ed~Trcep‘B. of %he 102nd Cav8Wy and Cmpany R, 2nd 
Ranger Battalion ran into a‘small shale b$ttle in Nhich they deployed their'attached 
platoon of light tanks in such a mater a@ to be able-t& destroy-8ewral enemy 
vehicles as they tried to escape Frank RadcPeid; t&'to@ u+der ittack,, 

..'. 

20 Aprils The troops were shifted anA moved into nealpositions alone tho Corps, ' 
* 

~ccomplishn.&t of the ti*8iono .Troo@ B of the 102nd Cavalry and ~Company : 
E cf the- 2nd Ringer Battalion were detached fro1-the Squadr,& Patrol&-proceeded - ' -4 
north in an attempt to conWet elemnts of VII Corps '&$ch'had not yet advanced that . . 
far ~easto A large perccpgwe of boy8 rm&n, p 4'rom the a&d cd 14 to l$ were notid= 

&a _ able in the ~$8 taken. Their morale Qab higher thanthat bf.tie older men of the '41‘ . . Vehrmacht. i *. 
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HWKXE,STAR I- 

cu. t Jost.ph lit SRi::llp 'lroop B 
P si sgt Ed;:rard il. Kaldrttt, '@or,p & 

CpX John l& Schulei, 1roop A 
Tot 5 ChtirLas J. r.#%u, Troop ff 
lrst L-t Fredrick iI. Metcalf, Troop & 
S(;t Gbn Do Bowman, Troop A 
Cpl. BarrSson h. Sligh Jr., Troop B 
I?t John Hc &lderson, Trocip A 
S,'Sgt Glenn, Lo Kanohs:ter, ?!POO~ B 
Pue 4 Ghm hc. &dler, Rq Troop 
'&IO 5-David Anderson, Troop A " 

At the conclupion of the ceremony Majcr General Ruebnor addressed the formation 
and highly cor.pIimonted t:ho Group and Its attachuti unite, A1.i units of the 2nd 
Ranger Battalion core detached from tke Squadron and assembled nexby under Rat- 
talion control, 

-26 April8 During Ws day Troop k n!oved to the village of Roasbach .vhar,o mili- 

itaryvne wl.res hati been cut tht previous day, 
and questioning mmy indlvidunla 

Aftor scrotining the Fillage 
, Lt. tiarf of TRY Tesm $11 discovered th@ culprit 

+vho proved to be a Hitler Jugond of atout,nine *yma-s eP agag- The boy and his 
father~were taken into custody. Initial punishment was administered to the Soy by 
his irate father i.n the form of a g;ooc' beating0 In clearing this to#rn an arrogant 
young member, OS the Hitlt-,r Jugend, *vhr was the looal leader, was apprehended,, It 
i,s interesting to note that this sixti~en year old boy- praatically ran the tolxn; the' 
Burgermeister bei]lE; fearful of crossirg him. In Lhs aPternoonB Troop B with a 
platoon of Company F left for tiilenbtug; ready to act aa guard of honor for higzh 
ranking officers at a formal neeting Fith the Russians at the link-up on the Rlbeo 

, 
_ 27 April; Troop B and one platotn of 

on .thm The occasion of the 
Company F were the pride of the Squadron 

mee* -ing of the V Ccrps .Cor?,mnndor; E%jor General 
Huebner and the C~~~anJilz~ Goncral of t!!e Russian 34th Corpsr, Troop 3 resplendant 

. in newly painted vehicles and c1ear1 cl.othing, did the Squadron justice as they 
escorted the Corps Ccxxnandor to t'lrs Wst bank of the Elbso The S%uaAron Ccxnrn%nder 
crossed t.* ZIbe snl wit:&essed t?u hirtorical eWnto Later, the officers of Troop 
Bhand th'e attached platoon of Company P, crossed the river and American-RussiN< 
relations proceeded to soarato new he!i;hta of accord0 A feast fit for kings had 
been prepared and under the stimu1stir.g influence of Vodka, spirits r&n high, * 
Troop E moved to 3auxnbur@ to Haslst ir. guar&ng the cverflowing~P? ca@? at the Corps 
command post0 ~a,jor Bdgorton, T/kg? ;r+fchurko and S/Set Skardziuo ,startted the magic 
journey to the Stztoe and a forty five. day leave and furlough. Waptain ',7illi.am ,J~ 
Auensle reported te Squadron if%ac;q.uart,ors to serve as SW3 and L-t, ~Hedgsr aaslanod 
command of Troop A+ 

and 
was 
was 

25 April: The day ~~~sci quie-tl;r as troops 6 .&.d B reernained on thsir;misnions . 
the balance of the squadran aontil.ued midtenani=e and trnining, A nerw misnian 
received and tize Squadron mace rec.dy to movrfa Troop B was rasalled an; Troop E 
relieved effstive ,daylight on the follorving morning, 

> 
29 April* ii tactical road march vms mde 40 \Yeicien, a distance of 158 miles0 

Nothing unusual occured .snrou”ce. 

\ 
30 April, All troo;>;,s aq;aged in mintenance at their posts in or in the vi- I 

cinity of Xeidenr,- Several rotid reoon)!aissance patroli were dispatahed d a.c$Aaint i 
us with tne new arsao Lt, Cal. Q,*Rri:tn and Captei.+‘Suin, on a reconnaissanceB wers " 
the first to step into another new countxy~,as they pass& into Czechoslovakia, 

In 3wcxwizi.q tlis ‘xi&.'Eh of Apri . it is ilii~pos3il1 T.to to do so without g,j.vi;llf; t+e . 
-s\smary of not only the Sq-andrror:" s rr.ownept but also ?f (;mpanies A0 R, rnxlil C of 
the 2nd Banger Battalion who ~vero so dloady k&it with Troops A;, B and C respect- 
ively that, the story of one is the strjry of the other,. The cooperatim, understand- 
ing and mutual respect, ant? for %he o%er, was the ,outstanding factor in making ,this - 
team a nntural jtlu,ak force, .The Xanger" have a welcome h~lne Lvith the Slquadron and it j 
will be an odd f qelinl; if md ~vhen ihtt;~ leavea . 

*’ 

4 
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The first pttrt of' the man-;h xas irwinly a series of -moves into flank positions 
on the Corps left baunc,ury, xtile the latt 3~ part of themonth 3%~ the 3Juadron cone 
cerned mostly with the clearing of woods a%d soreening of tkvnsa 

As <he month mdeci tks s~l~adron ~$006 ready for the job'oc passing into .CZecho- 
slonkia for the f-&aX hatStle of the European '&ar. !- 

, 
8 

Eembers of the Sy~itdron to whom amrds were awarded and pz*ssented during the 
moqth of April were as Pal ZO~YS: 

. 
fiistingulshed Sarvico Cro$a 

I ’ Captairt Jerry H, I+tvis, Gsq#q F3 @Qwt2nancslzn) 
Staff Sergeant Edward v. yriloney, COE.;P~~~ F (v~~thtmt~us) 

Privatcl First Class Gene F. Burks, Troop C 
I b 

si1wr stars ---- . 
First keutentrn% Iilliam H. ';Silkerson, Troop C 
staff 8ergeanti Kenneth CI Lindquist, co~lpsn~F ', 
Staff Sor&Eiant John E. Tietjen Jrs'Tre$ A 
TeohnioS.at. Grade Five :$r@ud JO Cantsell, Troop c 
Technlc:las Grad& Five George C. Sullivm,-Troo-3 c 

Captain Yil.l.iam J. Husnzle, Troop d 
lst Lir;'utinsnt..Pl~on J. Yonts, Troop B' * 
1st -L%ettCsn~n-t Xaymond 0. Sed&er, Troop ,A' 
1st Lfi.utenant Fredriok H. Metcalf, 
1st Sergeant Frank J. [{arty, Troop A 

Troop A 

-Staff Sergeant Edward R. Xaldretto Troop A 
Staff Serg.eant Gknn I,; E~aaohestir, Troop B j 
Sergear;i;. Glen 13. BowWn, TrOOp A 
Serge&it; Virgil Nelson, FIq Troop P 

TechnicI.an Fourth.Grads Xillia~ F. Podn~iltz, Troop C 
Technician Fourth Grade Glenn A@ Keller, Eq Troop 
CorporaL John.8. Sohular, Troop A 
CorpoxW. Barrison A.. SliEb J,r., Troop .B 

. 

Technic:iar.. Fifth Grade herald A..Mastriocovo, Troop C 
Techniaiar Fifth Grade Satid Andersone Troop A 
Teohrkciaa Fifth Grade Chsrlea J,, Lau, Trbop E' 
Priprtttc John HS Anderson8 Troop A '. 

EC Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star% 
. 

Captab: ,Joseph R. Sain, Troop B 
First IS.e%.tenant Zeldan J. 2onte, Troop B 

! Soldier'8 Nedal ,- 

First Sergeant *ray Johna,on; Troop B \ 

The follawin,g.men of the Squadron returned frcsn the hoapikl to duty durinE‘ 
the month or April3 

Tsohxiioian Fourth Grade Carl Bi Resselo Bq Trot@ 
Technic&m Fourth Grade iSuget.e 3: Kowes~ Troop E 
Corporal r7oht Me 3oh,uler, '&slop B / 1 
Prigate Francis D. Killin, II? Troop 
Private Wster L. Seams* Troop B , 
PrSvate Ilru-old J. KgCauley, lroop A 
Private Paul 3. Tabor, Troop B,, 

s . 
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